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Medicare Part B: Enteral Therapy
(enteral, modified solid foods and medical foods)

Type of Policy: Drug Therapy
Prior Approval Date: 11/01/2023
Approval Date: 10/01/2024
Effective Date: 12/01/2024

Related Policies: Medicare Part B Drug Therapy

Medicare Part B vs. Part D Determination

Overview/Summary of Evidence

Enteral nutrition is a form of nutrition that is delivered into the digestive system as a
liquid. Enteral nutrition may be provided orally or through a feeding tube. Enteral
products may be liquids or powders that are reconstituted to a liquid form.

Indications/Criteria

e Enteral nutrition is covered under the Prosthetic Device benefit as per the
Medicare Local Coverage Determination (LCD) for Enteral Nutrition (L38955) and
the LCD-related Policy Article (A58833). Please refer to this guidance for
appropriate coverage.

e Coverage of In-line digestive enzyme cartridges (ie. RELIZORB) is considered
reasonable and necessary for the management of Medicare beneficiaries with a
diagnosis of Exocrine Pancreatic Insufficiency (EPI) to maintain weight and
strength corresponding with their overall health status. Please refer to LCD
L38955.

e Supplemental nutritional therapy including modified solid foods, medical
foods, nutritional supplements, and enteral products administered orally or
products that do not meet the Medicare definition of enteral therapy are not
covered under Medicare Part B or Medicare Part D.

DSNP Variation (for MAP plans ONLY):

Enteral nutrition for DSNP members is covered if it meets criteria outlined in the above
Medicare Variation OR for the following conditions:
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Tube-fed individuals who cannot chew or swallow food and must obtain nutrition
through formula via tube

Individuals with rare inborn metabolic disorders requiring specific medical
formulas to provide essential nutrients not available through any other means.
Coverage of certain inherited disease of amino acid and organic acid metabolism
shall include modified solid food products that are low-protein, or which contain
modified protein
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